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portance, combined with their lack of sympathy for the new regimes,
complicates the problems of the new states.

POPULATION

The Letts and Lithuanians belong to the Indo-European racial
group and speak an ancient Aryan tongue. The Esths resemble the
Finns in being members of the Finno-Ugrian race and they speak an
Asiatic tongue. All three peoples are capable and moderately advanced
culturally and economically. However, the Esths have developed a
more advanced and up-to-date civilization than their southern neigh-
bors. All three countries contain small minority groups of Germans
and Russians, and Latvia and Lithuania have small Polish minorities.
As has already been indicated, the German minorities have an economic
and cultural importance out of all proportion to their numbers.

As agriculture is the principal activity in all three countries, urban
centers are relatively unimportant, and the density of population de-
pends upon the manner in which the soil and climate influence crop
yield. Riga, with an estimated population of some 378,000, is the
largest city, and Tallinn and Kaunas (Kovno) are the only other
cities with a population approaching or exceeding 100,000. The densitv
of population decreases from south to north as the natural advantages
for agriculture decline. Thus Lithuania has a density of no per
square mile, while Latvia has only 75, and Estonia 60. The activity
of the population also changes from south to north, as is evidenced
by the fact that Lithuania has 77 per cent of its working population

TABLE 114
OCCUPATIONS OF THE POPULATION OF THE NEW BALTIC STATES

(percentage of the total)
(U. S. Department of Commerce)


	
	Country
	

Occupation
	Lithuania.
	Latvia
	Estonia

Agriculture and forestry ...............
	77.0
	61.0
	59.0

Industry ............................
	6.0
	12.6
	15.7

Commerce and transportation ..........
	3.0
	6.0
	4.2

All others ...........................
	14.0
	20.4
	21. 1


	
	
	

Total . .             .          ............
	IOO.O
	IOO.O
	IOO.O


	
	
	

